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from him whatever possible, on the pretext of staging
dramas.

Poor Lingayat! He was left in dire straits before long,
with only a few thick friends showing concern for him.

A well-wisher, at that juncture,thought that the
Lingayat should be in a position to absorb his counselling
in that state of mind that was bereft of ideas then, just as
water would get soaked in a land scorching under
intense heat.

Triend, it seems you are in some mental anguish, is
it not so?5

'Yes, how does it matter now?'

'Just as you have not been interfering in my affairs, I
too have not so far pried into your personal affairs,
professional matters or even your atheistic stand/

'Does it mean that you will now be poking your nose
in those?'

'No, not that. But I am concerned about your
present mental state and am of the opinion that it
warrants a change of place for you.'

1 too feel that way, but where to go?'

1 shall suggest a place and if you could come there
with me, I would be most happy.'

'Yes, I shall accompany you; please tell me the
place.'

'Mantralaya ..........'